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“Madison needs to work harder than the rest as she is a female in a male-dominated world. But she is very good at what she does… She is dedicated and really cares… It is a breath of fresh air when you have a kick a** female as a lead.”

–KCB Reviews
Detective Madison Knight was born when I decided to write a mystery series with a strong female lead. At the time, independent and courageous women were hard to find in literature and on television. A female detective was usually found tagging along behind her male partner and having very little to say. I wanted someone who spoke her mind and had the drive to find justice for murder victims. Madison Knight fit that image perfectly.

There’s nothing that’s going to stop Madison from solving a murder and getting the guilty behind bars. And there are no shortcuts. She stands strong in her own defense whenever she makes up her mind, and no one is going to intimidate her into looking the other way. Not even now, when the victim is the son of Marcus Randall, a wealthy business tycoon, who is in bed with the chief of police.

Chief McAlexandar is micromanaging every aspect of the investigation to keep suspicion away from Marcus, but Madison isn’t going to be intimidated. And it’s not just the chief who Madison’s up against—it’s her own sergeant. Will Madison have the gall to stand up to her superiors to solve the murder of a young man? Will she have the strength to expose the chief for his illegal affiliations, no matter what it could mean for her career?

–Carolyn Arnold

Author of Sacrifice (Detective Madison Knight series)
Excerpt from Sacrifice, Chapter 14: 

Madison followed the chief’s rushed steps to the elevator. They rode it in silence to the fifth floor where his office was located. 
Sandy Taylor, his executive assistant, avoided eye contact. Madison’s stomach tightened.
The chief closed the door behind them. Sergeant Winston rose from a sofa set up in the corner of the room. His face drooped and appeared heavy with stress. It didn’t give her much confidence in her fate. 
“I didn’t do anything—”
“You didn’t do anything? You have the gall to come into my office and start with that?” The chief slid behind his desk and settled into his leather chair.
She remained standing. “I’m doing my job—” Her voice was losing power. “What have I done, exactly?”
“What have you done?” The chief pointed a wagging finger at her. 
“Sit, Knight,” Sergeant Winston directed her.
She didn’t want to sit. That would imply it would be a longer visit than she wanted. She was ready to leave now. 
Their attention made her legs weak and her head faint. But her stubborn nature kept the adrenaline pumping and forced her to keep standing. “You have no grounds to terminate me—none.”
The chief leaned over his desk. “I asked you specifically to keep your attention off Randall. You go to his business—”
“It wasn’t for him.”
“Sit.” The sergeant insisted.
Why were they so adamant about her sitting? 
She dropped herself heavily into the chair, crossed her leg away from her boss, and leaned forward. She wasn’t going to go down without defending herself.
“Why were you there?” The chief asked.
“To see Ryan Turner.”
“Who is he?”
“An employee of his—”
“Relevance to the case, Knight,” the chief said.
“He was on the victim’s—” She was going to mention the call log on Chris’s cell phone before the interruption.
“Was Chris Randall even a victim?” The chief raised his eyebrows. “From what I understand, there’s not even a confirmed cause of death at this point.” He turned to the sergeant. “At this point, I would like to suspend investigation of this case—”
“That’s insane.” Madison appealed to the sergeant. 
“You have no say in this matter. It’s a waste of government money—taxpayer’s money—to have you and your monkey toting around the city investigating a murder. A murder that may not even be a murder.” 
Two things were becoming clearly evident. Randall had definite power over the chief, and no doubt their relationship was mutually beneficial. 
Madison pleaded the case. “There’s evidence of a struggle. And the bruising on Chris’s shoulders can’t be dismissed.”
“Further insubordination to a superior officer. I move that you be terminated, effectively immediately—” 
“But—” Her words stalled when the sergeant placed a hand on her forearm.
The chief shared a look between the two of them. “Winston has vouched for you and the need for the investigation to continue. For some reason, he has faith in your abilities.” He added the latter sentence seemingly as an afterthought.
She didn’t need someone backing her up. She stood on her own merit, her own job record.
“With that said, you are aware of the counterfeiting investigation?”
She nodded.
“Guess the girl can keep her mouth shut at times.” The chief directed the comment to the sergeant as if Madison wasn’t even in the room.
He was such an ignorant ass, expletives coursed through her mind, but she dare not let any of them come to fruition.
“With that said, you will be required to document all of your investigation moving forward, and everything that you have done to date is to be provided to the Secret Service. Winston will forward you the man’s information.”
“Up until this point?”
“Until the results come in with a confirmed cause of death—” 
“We could be losing precious time—” Her cell rang.
“I want other cases to take front row. Maybe you’ll have time to look into that one cold case of yours.”
She swallowed the emotion that welled in her throat. There was nothing else he could have said that would have hurt her more. One case that seemed as if it would haunt her forever. One case that despite many others being solved, she had a hard time forgiving herself this transgression. One life would go unaccounted for. She knew the killer, she knew who ordered the hit, but she couldn’t get anything to stick.
“Do I make myself clear?”
“Yes.”
You’ve reached the end of the excerpt, but Sacrifice is available in e-book, paperback, and hardcover from popular retailers.
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Book Overview:
Finding justice comes at a high price…
When a young man washes up on the shore of the Bradshaw River, Detective Madison Knight and her partner are called in to investigate. But the case takes a complicated turn when he’s identified as the son of local business tycoon Marcus Randall. As one of the wealthiest and most influential men in the city, he has a lot of connections, and one of them just so happens to be the Stiles PD police chief.
Madison and Chief McAlexandar have butted heads before, but with this case, her drive and determination to find the truth just might cost her the job she worked so hard to get. She’s got her eye on Randall, despite the chief’s protests of the man’s innocence, and she’s not the only one. The Secret Service is after him for suspicion of fraud and counterfeiting, and they want Madison’s full cooperation to aid their investigation.
Stuck between the chief and one of the most powerful men in Stiles isn’t the ideal place to be, but if Madison’s going to find justice, she has no choice but to risk it all.
Amazon | Barnes & Noble | Apple iBooks | Kobo |Google Play |Goodreads
About the Detective Madison Knight series:
Murder. Investigation. The pursuit of justice. Do you love trying to figure out whodunit? How about investigating alongside police detectives from the crime scene to the forensics lab and everywhere in between? Do you love a strong female lead? Then I invite you to meet Detective Madison Knight as she solves murders with her male partner, utilizing good old-fashioned investigative work aided by modern technology.
This is the perfect book series for fans of Law & Order, CSI, Blue Bloods, Rizzoli & Isles, Women’s Murder Club, and Hawaii Five-O.
About the Author

Carolyn Arnold is an international bestselling and award-winning author, as well as a speaker, teacher, and inspirational mentor. She has four continuing fiction series and has written nearly thirty books. Both her female detective and FBI profiler series have been praised by those in law enforcement as being accurate and entertaining, leading her to adopt the trademark, POLICE PROCEDURALS RESPECTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT™.

Connect with CAROLYN ARNOLD Online:

Website - http://carolynarnold.net/ 

Twitter - https://twitter.com/Carolyn_Arnold 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/AuthorCarolynArnold 

And don’t forget to sign up for her newsletter for up-to-date information on release and special offers at http://carolynarnold.net/newsletters. 
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